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Professional References for Rick Kempa 

	Kira Wages

Literary Arts Teacher

Buffalo High School

Buffalo, Wyoming
307.217.1364
kwages@jcsd1.us 
	Kira invited me to come to Buffalo High School, at the far end of our big state, in May of 2013 and again in 2014. I was glad to do so, and gave creative writing workshops to middle and high school students, as well as helped organize the public celebration of the arts in the evening.

	Kaitlynn Gee

English teacher

Expedition Academy

Green River, Wyoming


	Once a week in the 2013-14 school year, I worked with the students in Kaitlynn’s creative writing class, helping them sort out the experiences of their difficult lives by reading, writing, sharing poetry.  We also implemented the first-ever Poetry Out Loud curriculum at the school, and participated in thestate competition in Cheyenne.

	Rene Westbrook

South Rim Artist-in-Residence coordinator

Grand Canyon National Park

928-638-7324

Rene_Westbrook@nps.gov


	As Artist-in-Residence Coordinator at the South Rim, Rene headed up the committee that selected me to live and work at the Grand Canyon South Rim in August 2010 and again for a week in June 2013. I worked closely with her in planning and implementing four educational programs that I presented during my times there.

	Valerie Haugen 

Associate Artistic Director
Thunder River Theatre Company
67 Promenade,  Carbondale, CO 81623
970-963-8200
valerie@rof.net
	Valerie is the prime mover behind the Karen Chamberlain Poetry Festival, a weekend-long event that takes place each spring in Carbondale, Colorado, for which I was a workshop leader and featured reader in April, 2013. 

	Mike Shay

Communications and Marketing/Literary Arts Specialist

Wyoming Arts Council

307-777-5234
mike.shay@wyo.gov 
	I have had occasion to work with Mike Shay on numerous projects over the years, including the 2013 Wyoming Poetry Out Loud high school competition, which he helped coordinate and for which I served as judge, and the Wyoming Writers, Inc. 2013 Conference, for which we were both panelists and presenters. 

	M.L. Leibler

Professor, Wayne State Community College

Detroit, MI 

586-246-7886
mlliebler@aol.com
	M.L. invited me to come to Detroit in October 2012 

to participate in a poetry celebration he coordinated at several college campuses. He has heard me give four public readings, and has had the opportunity to observe me interacting with poetry students.


